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| g PSAL. I19. 60. , 
7 made haſte, and delayed not to keep thy 


commandements. 


N the. words immediately goin 

fore, you have the courſe which De. 
= vid; took. for the- reforming of = 

life, and the facceſs of that courſe ; 
thought: on; my ways, and ' turned my Hr 
unto thy teftimonies. ' A ſerious: refledtion 
the: paſt errors and miſcarriages of 
| bis life,; produced. the reformation of it. 
And. you.: have ' a confiderable'  circum- 
A. 3 ſtance- 


—— 
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Nance added in the words that I "nam now 
read to you, viz. that this reformation 
was ſpe Me Ieya and —_ delay VI "4A 


biſteg; a ro} up 
| mjdReMg. any 61 Mi [ of 
his former life, and a full conviction of 
the neceſlity-of »# thanye,' he came to a 
reſolution of a better life, and immedi- 
ately put this rofblution i in execution ; 
and to declare how preſently and quick- 
ly he did it; - be' exptefits 1t both affir- 
matively a and negatively, after the man-, 
ner of the Hebrews, who when they 
would ſay a thing with great —_— 


and "are Wwomt to'dx tt©dor 
—_— 4 baſte, and = that 
Sid with all imaginable ſpeed be 

F take my ſ{clf to a better coarke.-: 

Avid rin che natural cffolt of Corp. 

F deration 3 and the true. cagſe-w =_ 
delay fo necedfary 2 work, 1s 
ſtifle their reaſon, and ſaffer ladies 

to be hurried into. the embraces of. pre« 
ſent objeds, and do not conſider their 
latter end , and. what: will be the ſad 
iflue and event of a wicked life.” Forif 


< —_— — — —— 


men' would take an impartial view of 
their lives, and but now and then'refle& 
upon themſelycs; and lay: to": heart the 
miſccabſe, and fatal conſequences of a 
Gaful courſe, 'and think whicher it will 
—_— at laſt, and-that- the end of 
things will, he dearh-and; milery ; 
If: the carnal and feakual 'perion would 
but look about him, and confider. how 
many have been mind in the way . that 
he. is ing how aany Jys ſlain and orud- 
ed. is it, (that 'is is the way to bell, aud 
leads down to the ebhembers of death, this 
would certainly 'give a heck to: him, 
and, ftap him ww his:eourle. - 
that man who hath duly canfidered jwhas 
{wa a8; the thontnebs of its pleafures, and. 
the ctespity-of as; patifhment, Gould re- 
ſalye: jamabdidtely: ito hecak. off his fans, 
pometny > vere of rr 
any: han be wnamaperate.:and wa | 
the figſs, wonkdany mas be ouſt aud” 
defraud or oppreſs his neighbour, he pro- 
plane arid bve ne the contempt of Gad 
and, Religidn;ss ;Jimſclk an any: 


v1GH95 wick- 
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wicked courſe whatſoever; that conſiders 
and believes a Judgment to come, and' 
that becauſ&dfthel& things the tertible 
vengeance bf God will '6ne''day: fall up- 
on the children of diſobedience ? It is 
not credible; that men who apply them- 
ſelves ſerioufly tothe-metitition of: theſe' 
matters, ſhould | yeriture' 'to coiitinae' in 
fo imprudent and dangerous a' courſe, or 
could by any ' temptation / whatfoever. bE* 
trained. ow- one ſtep (farthet'in a Way® 
that does fo certainly and ©'vifibly Tead” 
to ruine-and'deftruftion,”- fo 
So that my: work 'at this-time ſhall be, 
to endeavour 6 convince! rfith of the® 
monſtrous folly aid unteaſoriableneſs of 
delaying the reformation 'and amendment 
of their-livesz-;and to petſwade ns to're- 
ſolve-\upon ity-amd: Hayitts ifefolyed; 26: 
ſet about it immediately-and without de.) 
lay, in imitation of the good man''hete- 
in the Text, 1:madehufte,.and telayed- 
nbs:t0 * heep' thy communaments,” And' t6' 
this end, I ſhall: : 5 2 beter ne ogunter | 
 Firft, Confider the reafons'and excuſes 
which :mon-pretend-for delayingithis ne-" 
= cellary 
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ceſlary. work, and ſhew the unreaſonable. 
neſs of them. ;. 2473644 THY 
Secondly, I ſhall add ſome farther Con- 
fiderations, to engage us eftetually to ſet 
about this work ſpeedily and without 
delay. | 


I. We, will conſider a little the: rea 
ſons. and .excuſes which men pretend for 
delaying this neceſſary work, and not 
only ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of them, 
but that they are each of them a ſtrong 
reaſon and powerful argument to the 
contrary. | 

1. Many pretend, -that they are abun- 
dantly convinced of the great neceflity 
of leaving their fins and betaking them- 
ſelves to: a. better courſe, and they fully 
intend to do. {o; only they cannot at 
preſent bring themſelves to it, but they 
hope hereafter to be in a better temper 
and diſpoſition, and then they reſolve by 
Gods grace to. ſet about this work in 
good earneſt, and to go through with 
It. 

I know not whether it be fit to call 
B this 
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this a Reaſon; I am ſure it is the preat- 
eft cheat and deluſion that any man can 
put upon himſelf. For this plainly ſhews, 
that thou doſt not intend to do this 
which thou art convinced 1s ſo neceffary, 
but to put it off from day to day. For 
there is no greater evidence that a man 
doth not really intend to do a thing, 
than when notwithſtanding he ought up- 
on all accounts, and may in all reſpects 
better do it at preſent than hereafter, 
yet he ſtill puts 1t off, Whatever thou 
pretendeſt, this is a meer ſhift to get 
rid of a | trouble : It is like gi- 
ving good words and making fair pro- 
miſes to a clamorous and importunate 
creditour, and appointing him to come 
another day, when the man knows in 
his conſcience that he intends not to pa 

him, and that he ſhall be Jeſs able to 
diſcharge the debt. then, than he is at 
preſent. Whatever reaſons thou haſt a- 
gainſt reforming thy life now, will ſtill 
remain and be 1n as full force hereafter, 
nay probably ſtronger than they are at 
preſent, Thou art unwilling now, and 
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ſo thou wilt be hereafter, and in all 
likelihood much more unwilling. So 
that this reaſon will every day improve 
upon thy hands, and have ſo much the 
more ſtrength, by how much the longer 
thou continueſt in thy fins.  Thon haſt 
no reaſon in the world againſt the pre- 
ſent time, but only that 'tis preſent ; why, 
when hereafter comes to be preſent, the 
reaſon will be juſt the ſame. So that 
thy preſent unwillingneſs is ſo far from 
being a juſt reaſon againſt it, that 'tis a 
good reaſon the other way ; becauſe thou 
art unwilling now, and like to be fo, 
nay more fo hereafter, if thou intendeſt 
to do it at all, thou ſhouldſt ſet about 
it immediately, and without delay. 

2. Another reaſon which men pretend 
for the delaying of this work, is the great 
difficulty and unpleaſantneſs of it. And 
it cannot be denied, but that there will 
be ſome bitterneſs and uneafineſs in it, 
proportionably to the growth of evil ha- 
bits, and the ſtrength of our luſts, and 
our greater or leſt progreſs and conti- 
nuance in a finful- courſe :| So that we 

 £ mult 
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muſt make account of a ſharp conflict, 
of ſome pain and trouble in the making 
of this change, that it will coft us ſome 
pangs and throws before we be born again. 
For when nature. hath been long bent 
Another way, it 1s not to be expected 
that it ſhould be reduced and brought 
back to its firſt ſtreightneſs without pain 
and violence. 

But then it 1s to. be conſidered , that 
how difficult and painful foever this work 
be, it 1s neceſlary ; and that ſhould over- 
rule all other confiderations whatſoever : 
that if we will not be at this pains and: 
trouble, we muſt one time or other en- 
dure far greater, than thoſe which we 
now ſeek to avoid : that it is not fo dif- 
ficult as we imagine, but our fears. of 
It are greater than the trouble will prove ; 
it we were but once reſolved upon the 
work and ſeriouſly engaged in it, the 

reateſt part of the trouble were over ; 

It 1s like the fear of children to-go-into- | 

the cold water, a fainr trial increaſeth 

their fear and apprehenſion of it ;, but 

ſo ſoon as they .have plunged. into: it, 
the 
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the trouble 1s over, and then they won- 
der why they were ſo much afraid. The 
main difficalty and -utpleafantneſs is in 
our firft entrance 1nto Religion; it pre- 
ſently grows tolerable , and ſoon after 
caſte, and- after that by degrees {o- plea- 
fant and delightful, that the man would 
not for all the world return to-his for- 

mer evil ſtate and condition of life. 
We ſhould conſider likewife, what is 
the true canſe of all rhis trouble- and dit- 
ficulty ; 'Tis our long continuance in a 
finful courſe 'that hath made us ſo loth 
to leave it ; *Tis the cuſtom of finning 
that renders it {o troubleſome and uneaſie 
to men to do otherwiſe ; 'Tis the great- 
neſs of our guilt, heightned and inflamed 
by many and repeated provocations, that 
doth fo gall our conſciences, and fill our 
fouls with ſo much terror ; 'Tis becaule 
we have gone fo far in an evil way, 
that our retreat ' is become fo difficult ; 
and becaufe we have delayed this work 
ſo long, that we are now ſo unwilling 
to go about it; and confequent]y,' the 
longer we-delay it, -the tronble” arid dit- 
| ficulty 
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ficulty of a change will encreaſe dai] 
upon us. And all theſe conſiderati- 
ons are ſo far from being a good reafon 
for more delays, that they are a ſtrong ar- 
gument to the contrary : Becauſe the 
work is difficult now, therefore do not 
make it more ſo; and becauſe your de- 
lays have encreaſed the difficulty of it, 
and will do more and more , therefore 
delay no longer. 

3- Another pretended encouragement 
to theſe delays, is the great mercy and 
patience of God, He commonly bears 
long with ſinners, and therefore there is 
no ſuch abſolute and. urgent neceſſity 
of a ſpeedy repentance and reformation 
. of our lives. Men have not the face to 

ive this for a reaſon, but yet for all that, 
it lies at the bottom of many mens hearts : 
So Solomon tells us, Eccleſ.$. 11, Becauſe 
ſentence againſt an evil work, is not execu- 
ted ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of the 
ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do 
evil. 

But it 1s not always thus. There are 
tew of us but have ſcen ſeyeral inſtances 


of 


—— 
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of Gods ſeverity to ſinners, and have 
known ſeveral perſons ſurprized by a 
ſudden hand of God, and cut off in 
the very a& of tin, without having the 
leaſt reſpite given them, without time 
or liberty ſo much as to.ask God forgive- 
neſs, and to conlider either what they 
had done, or whither they were a-going. 
And this may be the caſe of any 1inner, 
and is ſo much the more likely to be 
thy. caſe, becauſe thou 'doſt ſo boldly 
preſume upon the mercy and patience 
of God. | 

But if it were always thus,. and thou 
wert fure to be ſoared yet awhile lon- 
ger z what can be-more unreaſonable and 
disingenuous, than to reſolve to. be evil 
becauſe God is good, and becaufe he 
ſuffers ſo-long, to fin: fo: much the Jon- 
ger, and becauſe he affords thee a ſpace 
of repentance, therefore to delay it and 
put it off-to the laſt? The proper de- 
ſizn of Gods goodneſs is to lead men to 
repentance, and he never intended his 
patience for- an encouragement to: men: 
to continue- in their ſins, but for an 


OP- 


opportumty and; an-argument to--break 
them off -by repentance. ' * 

..\ Fheſe:: are the. pretended. reaſons. and 
encouragements to/ men to delay theit 
repentance andthe: reformation of their 
lives, and you ſee how groundleſs and 
unreaſonable they are ; which | was. the 


Frſt thing I propounded to ſpeak to. - 


IT. I ſhall add ſome farther confide- 
rations, to engage men effectually to ſet 
about this work ſpeedily, and without 
delay. And becauſe they are many, I 
ſhall infiſt upon. thoſe which are moſt 
weighty. and :confiderable , without. be- 
ing very cunous'and folicitons about the 
method and order of them : For provi- 
ded: they be! but effeFual to the end of 
perſwaſion, it: matters: not how inartiti- 
cially they are rang'd and diſpoſed. 

x. Conſider, that in matters of great 
and neceſfary concernment , and which 
muſt be done, there'is no greater argu- 
ment of a weak and impotent mind, then 
Irreſolution ; to be undetermined, where 
the caſe is ſo plain, aad the neceſſity ſo 

ut= 
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urgent ;-to be: always about” doing thar, 
which we are convinced' muſt be done, 


Vifiuros agimus ſemper, nec UIvVIMuUs. ute 
quam, | 


We are always intending to hve a 
new life, but can never find a time to 
ſet about it. | This is as tf a man ſhould 
= off cating and drinking and fleeping 
from one day and night to another, till 
he have ſtarved and deſtroyed himſelf. Tt 
ſeldom falls under any mans deliberation, 
whether he ſhould live or not, if he can 
chuſe.; and if he carinot- chuſe, *cis in 
vain to deliberate about-it. - Tt is much 
more abſurd to deliberate, whether we 
ſhould live virtuouſly and religiouſly; fo- 
berly and righteouſly in the' world; for 
that upon the matter is to conſult; whe- 
ther a man ſhould be happy or not : Na- 
ture hath determined. this ' for us, and 
we need not reaſon about it; and con- 
ſequently, we ought not to delay that 
which we are convinced 1s {o neceſlary 
in order to it. 

C 2. Con- 


14 
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| 2. Conſider, that Religion: is a great 
and a long work ; and asks ſo much time, 
that there is none left for the delayin 

of it. To begin with Repentanice, which 
is commonly our firſt entrance into Re- 
ligion : This alone is a great work, and 
5 not only the buſineſs of a ſudden 
thought and reſolution, but of executi- 
on and ation: *Tis the abandoning of 
a ſinful conrſe, which we cannot leave 
till we have' in ſome degree maſtered 
our luſts; for ſo long as they are our 
maſters; like Pharaoh they will keep us 
in bondage, and not Het, us go to ſerpe 
the Lord. The habits of ſin and vice are 
not to be plucked up and caſt off at once ; 
as they have been Jong in contracting, 
ſo without 'a- mifacle, it will require A 
competent-time to ſubdue them and get 
the victory over them : for they are con- 


quered juſt by the ſame degrees that 


. 


the: habits' of grace and virtue grow up 
and get ſtrength in us. © © 
So that there are ſeyera} duties $0: be 
done in Religion, and often to be_re- 
peated ; inany graces and virtues are to 


be 
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be long praiſed and exerciſed , before 
the contrary: vices | will be fubdned; and 
before we arrive to a confirmed and ſet- 
Ted ſtate of goodnefs ; ſuch a ſtate as can 
only give us a clear and comfortable eyi- 
dence of the fincerity of our reſolation 
and repentance, and of our good condi- 
tion towards God. We have many luſts 
to mortifie, many paſſions to govern and 
bring into order ; much good to do, to 
make . what amends and reparation we 
can for the much evil we have done: 


We have many things to learn, and ma-. 


ny 'to- unlearn ; to which we ſhalt be 
ſtrongly prompted by the corrapr incli- 
nations of our nature, and'the remainin 

power of 11] habits” and cuftoms ?' wy. 
perhaps we haye fatisfation and reſtitu- 


tion to make for the many injuries we: 


have done to others, in their perſons, 
or ' eftates, or reputations: In 'a word, 
we' haye a body of fin to put off which 
clings cloſe. to us, and 1s hard to part 
| with; we'have to. cleanſe our ſelves From 


it! fihbiveſs of fleſ ad ſpirit, inf to' 
fa | hheſ off. ry of ' Godt”; to” 
C 2 
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encreaſe -and improve our graces and 
virtues, to add to our faith knowledg, and 
temperance, and patience, and bratherly 
kindneſs, and charity ; and to abound in 
all the fruits of righteouſneſs , which are 
by Feſns Chriſt to the praiſe and glory of 


, God : We have to be uleful to the world, 


and exemplary to others in a holy and 
virtuous conyerſation ; our light 7s ſo 
to ſhine before men, that . others may ſee 
our good works , and glorifie our father 


_ which # .in heaven. 


_.And do we think all this 1s to be done: 
in an inſtant, and requires no. time? 
That we may delay Ki pat off to the 
laſt, and yet do all this work well e- 
nough ? Do we think. we - can.. do all 
this in time of ſickneſs and old age, when: 
we are not fit todo any thing, when the 
ſpirit of a man can hardly bear the infir.. 
mities of nature, much leſs a guilty con-. 
ſcience and .4 . wounded ſpirit > Do. we 
think that when the day hath been idlely 
ſpent and ſquandered away by. us,. that. 
we fhall be fit to work when the night 
and .darkneſs comes ? When. our _— 

ſtanding 
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ſtanding is weak, and our memory frail, 
and our will crooked, and by a long cuſtom 
of ſinning obſtinately bent the wrong 
way, what can we then do in Religion ? 
what reaſonable or acceptable ſervice can 
we then perform. to God?when our candle 
1s juſt ſinking into the ſocket, how ſhall 
our light ſo ſhine before men, that others 
may ſee our good works ? | 

Alas! the longeſt lite is no more thaw 
ſufficient for a man to- reform himſelf in, 
to repent of the errors of his life, and 
to amend what is amiſs ; to put our ſouls 
into a good poſture and preparation for 
another world, to. train up our ſelves 
for eternity, and to make our ſelves meet 
to be made partakers. of the inheritance of 
the Saints in light. 

3- Conſider, what a deſperate hazard 
we run by theſe delays. Every delay of 
repentance isa venturing the main chance. 
It is uncertain whether hereafter we ſhall 
have time for it, and. if we-have time, 
whether we ſhall have a heart to- it, and 
the aſſiſtance of Gods grace to. go- tho- 
rough with it. God indeed hath been 
grae 
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graciouſly pleaſed to promiſe pardon 'to' 
repentance, but he hath no-where pro-' 
miſed life ' and leiſure, the aids of- his 
grace and holy Spirit to thoſe who-put 
off their repentance : He hath no-where 
promiſed acceptance to' meer ſorrow and 
trouble for fin, without fruits meet for 
repentance, -and amendment of life : He- 
hath no-where promiſed to recerve them 
to mercy and fayour, who only give him 
good words, and are at laſt contented to 
condeſcend ſo far to him, -as to pro- 
mile to - leave: their fins when they 
can keep them no Jonger. ' Many. have 
gone thus far in times: of afflition and 
ſickneſs, as to be awakened to a great 
ſenfe of their fins, and to be mightily 
troubled for their wicked -lives, and to 
make ſolemn promiſes and profeſſions of 
becoming better ; and yet upon their de- 
liverance and recovery all hath vaniſhed: 
and come to nothing, and their righte= 
ouſaeſs bath been as the morning cloud, 
and as the early dew which paſſeth away : 
And' why ſhould'any man, meerly upon 
account. of- a death-bed repentance, - rec-' 


kon 
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kon himſelf in a better condition than 
thoſe perſons, who have done as much, 
and gone as far as he; and there is no 
other difference between them bur this, 
that the repentance of the former was 
tryed, -and proved. infincere, but the 
deatb-bed repentance never came to a 
tryal ; and yet for all that, God knows 
whether it were ſincere or not, and how 
it would have proyed if the man had 
lived longer. Why ſhould any man, for 
offering up to God the meer refuſe and 
dregs. of .his hfe, and the days which 
himſelf bath no pleaſure in, expe to re- 
cetve the reward: of eternal-life and hap- 
ineſs at his hands?. | 

But though we do not defign to de- 
lay this work ſo long, yet onght we to 
confider, ' that all delays in . a matter of 
this conſequence are extremely dangerous; 
becauſe we pur off a buſineſs of the grea- 
teſt. concernment. to the future and in 
ſo doing, put it to the hazard, whether. 
ever it ihatl be done: For the future 
is as mach out of our power to- com- 
mand, as it is to call back the time 

| which 
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which is paſt. Indeed if. we could ar- 
reſt time, and ſtrike off. the nimble wheels 
of his charriot, and like Foftnz bid the 
Sun ſtand ſtill, and make opportunity 
tarry as long as we had occalion for it; 
this were ſomething to excule our delay, 
or at leaſt to mitigate and abate the folly 
and unreaſonableneſs of it : But this we 
cannot do, Tt 1s in our power, under the 
influence of Gods grace and holy Spi- 
rit, to amend our lives now, but it is 
not in our power to live till to morrow ; 
and who would part with an eſtate in 
hand, which he may preſently enter up- 
on the poſleſſion or he an uncertain re- 
verſion ? And yet thus we deal in: the 
great. and everlaſting concernments of 
our ſouls; we trifle away the preſent op- 
portunities of f{alvation, and vainly pro- 
miſe to our {elyes the future ; we let go 
that which is in our power, and fondly 
diſpoſe of that which is out of our power, 
ws 1 the hands of God. 

Lay hold then upon the preſent op- 
portunities, and look upon every ation 
thou doſt, and every opportunity of do- 


ng 
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ED any, as. paſibly thy laſt; for: ſo it 
may Pprove,: for ny thing thoy canſt tel 
to «©; cantrary:./.If a. mans- lite: lay. at 
ſtake, 'and he had but. oge-, throw for it, 
with what care and. with what concern- 
ment. - would | he: mapage 'that _—_ ? 
What, hoy. art. doing next 

ought thau :knowel}, be for thy $7 hor and 
for all. eternity. Sa much of thy life is 
moſt certainly paſt, and. God haged thou 
haſt yet dope. little Fo nothing towards 
the _ ng of thy future happineſs: Ic 
is not  certatn, 4a much or how little is 
remaining, therefore be ſure to make the 
beſt ule af that little which may be left, 
and iſely to manage. the laſt take. 
| os ecnag the delay of repentance doth 
ads rely upon the hopes and encou- 
ragement £ A. a; fyture reprnfance, let us 
conſider a. little bg (Wt ynreaſonable theſe 
hopes axe, and: ablurd the encou- 
ragement.is- which men take from them. 
To ſin in ho - tg hey 
repent, is-to ts no es:that we 
tall be 906. (ay might btily aſbamed of = 
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that we ſhall one time or other be hear. 
tily grieved and troubled that we have 
done it + It is to do a thing in hopes that 
we ſhall: afterwards condemn our ſelves 
for it, and wiſh a' thouſand times we 
had never done it; in hopes that, we 
ſhall be full of horroar at the thoughts 
of what we have done, and ſhall. trea- 
ſure up ſo much guilt in our conſciences 
as will make us a terror to our ſelyes, and 
be ready to drive us eyen t6 deſpair and 
diſtraction. ' And + is . this! a''reaſonable 
hope Is this a fitting encouragement for a 
wiſe man to pive to Fimſelf.co any ation ? 
And yet' this is plainly the true mean- 
ing of mens- going on in their ſins, in 
hopes that hereafter they fhall repent of 
them. 

5. If you be ſtill reſolved to. delay 
this. bufineſs, -and- put 1t -off at preſent; 
conſider well with your ſelves, how long 
you intend to delay it. IT hope not to 
rhe laſt; nottill ſickneſs come, and death 
make' his approaches to you.” This is next 
to madneſs, to. yenture all upon _—_ an 

tEr- 
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after-game;-.” Tis juſt; as if a man ſhould 
be content to be ſhipwrackt, in hope that 
he thall- afterwards” eſcape 'by: a 'plank, 
and; get-fafe/to-ſhore.- But I hope none 
are {o unreaſonable. ; .yet T fear that ma- 
ny have a mind to put it off to old age, 
though they do not icare to ſay fo. oh 
neta -expoltulates [excellently with this 
fort. af men ;' «Who ſhall enſure thy 
« Jife- till that time ? Who ſhall- paſs his 
< word for: thee, that the providence of 
« Gad will ſuffer: all things 'to happen 
«and fall out, 'juſt as thou haſt delign- 
«ed and forecaſt. them? Art thou not 
« aſhamed 'to- reſerve'ithe reliques of thy 
« life for 'thy ſelf, and to ſet apart only 
« that time/to be wiſe and virtuous in, 
« which is good for nothing ? How late 
«1s:1t then to. begin to live well, when 
« thy lite is almoſt at an end ? What a 
« ſtupid forgettulnels is it of our morta- 
« lity, to put off -good reſolutions to 
« the. iftieth - or ſixtieth year of our 
« age, and to reſolve to begin to -do 
« better at that time of life, to which 

T D 2 « but 


— hw. 
CO——__— 


gn AT 
- 


Ay, « 


A Sevmon.(deeached | WM 


« but very few perſons have -reach- 
« ed ? 

But a wg thow art not alto oethix fo 
_— bat defireſt.on anlyco reſp reſpite: 
this wotk, . till the firſt heat of youth and 
tuſt be over, [till the cooler and. more 
conſidefate part -of thy. like come 1 on. : 


' that perhaps 'thoil-thinkeſt' maybe the 


fitteſt- and moſt ' convenient. ſeaſon. But 
ſtill'we teckon upon uncertainties, for 
perhaps.that- ſeaſon may never be : | how- 
ever, -t0 be fare it ts much [more in our 
power, by the aſſiſtance of Gods grace, 
which. 1s nevgr wanting. to the ſincere. en- 
deavours of.' men, tor. canquer 'our : faſts 
now, and to refiſt - the maſt heady 
and violent temptations 'to vice, than 
either to fecute -the future time, or 
to recover that' which 1 1s Once paſt and 
gone. 
| Some ſeem. yet more reaſonable, and 
are content ' to- 'come Jower , and defire 
only to pug it off for a very little while. 
But why for a little while? why till to- 
mOrrow. ? Tathorow will be as this day, 
| only 


 "_ 


only with "this difference, : that thou wilt 
in all probability be more unwilling. and 
indiſpoſed then. 1 AD”, 


$0 that-there 1s-no. futnare: time which 


us man can reaſonably pitch:upon. All 
delay in this caſe 1s & crous,, and: ag 
ſenſeleſs as' the expeRtation df ithe [deot; 


deſcribed by the' Poet $ 'who. being: comme: 


to the river (ide, and” intending to- paſs 
over, ftays till all the water 1n the ri-- 


ver be gone 'by,: and hath-left: the chan-: 


nel a dry paſſage for. him. 
——at ille | 
Labitur., :&v' labetur: in omne ' wolubilis; 
-9-Be wy | | 


But the river runs, and rans, and'1t he 
ſhould: ſtay a thouſand years, will ne-- 
yer be the nearer being dry.” | Soithat if 
the man* maſt go- over, -and there be 
x neceflity for it, ws there-.is for Re- 
peritance ) the onely wiſe reſolution to 
be taken in this' caſe, is to wade or- 
fwim. over as welt as he: can, =—_—_ 
rene: 
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the matter ' will | never be 'mended -by- 
tireying: [fe 2 horn Df! lied 1's 7:7 

6. Laſtly, conſider what-an kanifpeak- 
able/happmeſsit is,0 to: have pnr'mirds 
ſettled” 1n-+that' condition, that: we: may- 
without fear: and amazement, nay with 
comfort :'and: confidence; expect death: 
and judgment.' Death is never far'from 
any: of; us, .andi the general Judgment 
of the world may be nearer than we are 
aware -of ;*: fori of 'that day - and . hour 
knoweth no mau:' And thele are two: ter- 
rible things ; and nothing can tree” us 
from the terror of- them, but a good 
conſcience; and a good ton{cience. is on- 
ly to be had, either by innocence, or 
by repentance and amendment of life. 
Happy man ! who by this means is at 
peace with God, and with himſe]f; and 
can'think of death and- judgment, with- 
out -dread and aſtoniſhment. - For the 
ſting of death is ſin, and the terror of the 
great-iday.'-only -- concerns thoſe,, - who 
have [lived wickedly and impenitently, 
and - would not be: perſwaded, neither 
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by -the mercies of God, nor-by the fear 

of his judgments, . to-repent-and turn to 
him : -'But if; we [bave truely - forſaken 
our fins, and-do--fincerely endeavour. to 
live _ in . obedience , to the Laws and 
Commands of God, the more we think 
of death and judgment, the greater 
matter of, |zoy and comfort--will. theſe 
things be .to us, For bleſſed is that ſer- 
vant, whom his Lord when he comes :ſhalt 
fnd ſo:doing, | Lxt ys therefore, as ſoon 
as poſſibly ve: can; put' our (elves anto 
this poſture-and preparation 3 according 
to... that adyice - off our blelſed Saviour, 
Luke 132. 35,36. Let. your. logins be gird- 
ed about. ad your clamps, burnzne;, and 
ye your - ſelves like unto men. that. wail 
for their Lord. | | 


. And now Ihope that enough chath 
been {aid, to convince men. of tle:great 
unceaſonablene(s and folly -of: theſe de- 
lays 3-:nay;, iNobelieve; moſt men \,are 
convinged of it:iby thewr, own: thoughts, 
and .' that-, their | conſciences/; call om 


fools. 
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fools 1% thbofand' times for-it's But 'O 
chat 'T knew: what «to. fay':that might 
prevail: with. men, and 'effeQually: per- 
(ade theo; do-thit, which .t chiey are 
ſo pn 4 convinced, is fo uecallh. 


= here. I Li mighti Ts my els 
tothe! ſeveral: agesl.of perſons, ''- You 
that are young, and have hitherto been 
in a 'good 'meaſure-* innocent, - ma! 

prevent | the' -Devil, 'and by an carly 
piety 'give God: the: firſt” pofleflion. of 
_ ſouls ; "and” by' this means, never 


put to the' trouble of ſo oreat -and 
ſolemn a repentance, having never been 
Ig? in-a 'wicked” life: You 
may. do'a glotious, T had almoſt {aid 'a 
meritorious thing, in cleaving ſtedfaſtly 
to God, and reſolving to ſerve him, 
when you-are: ſo; importunately 'court- 
ed, and 10 hotly aſlaulted by the De- 
vil- and * the - World. However, you 
may :'/not 1ive! to: be-old -; therefore 
upon” that”. (confideration © begin '' the 
work L Ry ;---and -make-' uſe | of 
the 


\ Foun 
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the opportunity that is . now' in your 
hands, þ- ate iÞ ad 

You that are ' grown up ' to ripeneſs 
of © years,” and are in the full vigor of 
your age 3 you jare' to be. put in mind, 
that the heat and inconliderateneſs : of 
youth is now paſt and gone ; that rea- 
fon and conſideration are now in their 
perfeQion and ſtrength ; that this is the 
very age-of prudence and diſcretion, of 
wildom and warineſs : So that now 1s 
the proper time for you to be ſerious, 
and wiſely to ſecure your future 'hap- 
pineſs. X 

As for thoſe that are old, they me- 
thinks ſhould need no body to admo- 
niſh them, ; that it is now high time for 
them to begin a new life, and that the 
time paſt of their lives is too much to 
have ſpent in fin and folly. There is no 
trifling where men haye a great work 
to do, and but little time -to'de it in. 
Your Sun is certainly _ going ; down and 
near its ſetting , therefore ' you ſhould 
quicken your pace, confidering that your 
Jour« 
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journey is never the ſhorter becauſe you 
have but little time to perform it 1n. 
Alas man !' thou art juſt ready to dye, 
and haſt thou not yet begun to live? 
Are thy paſfions and luſts yet _unſub- 
dued, and haye they had no other mor- 
tification ' than what age hath piyen 
them? *Tis ſtrange to ſee, how in the 
very extremities of old age, many men 
are as if they had ſtill a thouſand years 
to live, and make no preparation for 
death, though it dogs them at the heels, 
and is juſt come .up to them and ready 
to give them the fatal ſtroke. . * 
- Therefore let us not pat off this ne- 
ceſſary work of reforming-qur ſelves, .in 
what part and age of” Sie liv ſoever 
we be. To day, whilſt it is called to day, 
keaſt any of you be hardened thorough the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin. Nay, to day is with 
the lateft to. begm this work, had we 
been wiſe - we would have begun is 
ſooner. - *'Tis Gods infinite mercy to 
us, that it 1s not quite too- late, that 
the day of Gods patience is not quite 
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expired; and the door :ſhut againſt” us. 
Therefore, do: not defer your repentance 
to the next ſolemn . time, to the next 
occaſion of receiving the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment : Do not ſay, I will ' then reform 
and- become a new man, after that I 
will take leave of my. luſts and ſin no 
more. . For let us\make what haſte we 
can, © We cannot. poſſibly make too 
much v nk 


=<—eproperat vivere nemo ſatis. 


No man makes haſte enough to be good, 
to ceaſe to do exil,. and to learn to do well. 
Be as quick as we will, life will be too 


nimble for us, and” go on fafter than 


our work does; and death will go nigh 
to. prevent us, and furprize us un» 
awares. | 

De, do ſinner, abuſe and negle&t thy 
ſelf yet a little while longer, ti} the 
time of regarding thy foul and working 
out thy own falvation be at an end, and 
all the opportunities of minding that 
x © BW great 
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great concernment- be ſlipp'd out” of thy 
hands, neyer. to. be recovered,” never to 
be called back again; no, not by thy 
molt earneſt wiſhes and deſires, by thy 
moſt fervent prayers and . tears 3 and 
thou be brought znto the. condition of 


prophane Eſau, who for once deſpiſing 


the Bleſling, loſt it for .ever, and found 
no place of repentance, though he. ſought 


it carefully with tears. 


To conclude : Art thow convinced, 
that thy eternal happineſs depends up- 


on. following the - advice which hath 


now been given thee ? Why then, do 
but behave thy ſelf in this caſe, as thou 
and all prudent men are wont to do- in 
matters which- thou canſt not. but ac- 
knowledg to be of far leſs concernment. 
It a man be travelling to ſuch a- place; 
{o.ſoon as he finds himſelf out of the 
way, he preſently ſtops and makes to- 
wards the right way, and hath no-incli- 
nation to go. wrong any farther ; If a: 


man be fick, he will be well preſently 
if 
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if. he catt, and not put it off to the 
futyre : ; Moſt; men - will take the -firſt 
opportunity that preſents: it ſelf, of be- 
ing rich or great; every man - almoſt 
catches at the very firſt offers of a great 
place or a'-good: purchaſe ,-and: ſecures 
them preſently if he can, leaſt the op- 
portunity be' gone, and -- another ſnatch 
theſe things from him: - . Do thou thus 
ſo much more, in matters ſo much grea- 
ter. Return from the error of thy way, 
be well, fave thy ſelf as ſoon as poſli- 
bly thou canſt, When happineſs pre- 
ſents it ſelf to thee, do not turn ic off, 
and bid it come again to morrow. Per- 
haps thou -mayeſt never be fo fairly 
offered again ; perhaps the day of fal- 
vation may not come again to: morrow 3 
nay, perhaps to thee to-morrow may. ne- 
ver come. But if we were ſure that 
happineſs would come again, yet why 
ſhould we put it off? Does any man 
know how to be ſafe and happy to 
day, and can he find in his heart to- 
tarry till to morrow ? 

Now 
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Now the God: of all mercy"and pa- 
rience; give every/ one of is the- wiſ. 
dom and grace, to know and to'ido in 
this our day, the things that belonig 10 
our peace'; before they 'be' hid from onr 
exex ; for the fake of owr- blelſed Say! 
our and Redeemer ; To whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all ho. 


nour and gfory m now! Ong af. wn eve. "Amen. 
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